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2002 - Unimark Truck Transport 
(UTT) is formed from Hook-Up a 
company within JHT Holdings. UTT 
was used as a feild decking company. 

Unimark Car Haul had contracts 
with Subaru and volkswagon. 

2004 - UTT signs contract with 
Autocar, forming Unimark Lowboy 
Transport (ULT) a division of UTT. 

 
2005 - Febuary, AIP Capital 

Partners recapitalize JHT and 
become majority owner: T Michael 
Riggs becomes President and CEO of 
JHT Holdings. 

September, JHT Holdings sells 
Dallas & Mavis Specialized Carrier 
Co. to Great Wide Logistics. 

December, JHT Holding sells 
Active Car Haul LLC and Active 
Transportation Company LLC 
to FNBC Acquisition, Inc. ULT is 
awarded a contract with Workhorse 
Custom Chassis and ULT starts to 
grow.  

2006 - AIP, Troha, and sub debt 
lenders sell all stock to the Spctrum 
Group Managment, Zwim & Co., 
Goldman Sachs, and Stone House 
Capital Partners. UTT is awarded 
a contract with Vascor/Hino in CA 
shifting UTTs business from used 
trucks to new trucks.

2007 - James Welch becomes 
President and CEO or JHT Holdings. 
ULT absorbs Auto Truck Transport’s 
lowboy drivers, equipment and 
contracts. 

2008 - June, JHT Holdings files for 
Chapter 11, reoganization and exits 
with a new facility in October. 

November, Michael Testman is 
named President and CEO of JHT 
Holdings. Unimark Car Haul is 
dismantaled due to Subaru moving 
its transportation to rail. Hino moves 
from CA to WV and UTT becomes 
their sole carrier. 

2010 - Hugh Sawyer names 
President and CEO of JHT Holdings. 
Jim Jonston resigns as President of 
Unimark and John Harrington is 
named Interem President. 

2012 - John Harrington named 
President and CEO of JHT Holdings. 

2013 - Unimark Transportation 
Services is formed in London, ON.

2014 - Mark Wentlent named 
President of Unimark. 

2020 - Mike Smith is named Vice 
President of Unimark. 

HOS  VOLATIONS
Hours of service continue to be an issue at Unimark. The the top ten violations for 

the last six months for Unimark logs are reprisented in the graph below. 

As you can see drivers not putting the proper load number on their logs is the worst 
violation at the moment representing 23% of all violations, with miles not being 
recorded a close second at 18%. Some of the other violations we seeing  are Time 
Graph Inaccurate, Travel Time, Loading/Unloading not logged correctly, Fueling 
Inaccurate. These are “falsification” violations. Items like Pre/Post trip inspections, 
Failure to log “safety” inspections fall into the Equipment basic. If involved in an 
accident these violations could be used against the driver and the company in 
court. More and more drivers and company executives are being charged and fined 
personally when found as a result of an accident. You must also keep in mind that 
if in an accident law enforcement and the apposing lawyers can and will subpoena 
records such as dispatch records and times, flight, taxi, hotel, fuel, credit card, and 
phone records (company as well as personal). These type of records have been used 
to convict drivers and company personnel resulting in jail sentences. All these items 
also drive up the drivers and the companies CSA scores. This directly effects things 
like insurance rates, insurability, customer transportation decisions, as well as how 
often our trucks are pulled into scales and inspected. Saving a little bit of time today 
is not worth jail time or fines tomorrow. If you need assistance with logs or unsure 
about a regulation please call us in the Safety Department. 	  



3. The first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade had Central Park Zoo animals.
The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade was 
originally called the “Macy’s Christmas 
Parade” to kick off the holiday shopping 
season. Held in 1924, the first parade 
included monkeys, bears, camels, and 
elephants borrowed from the Central 
Park Zoo instead of the traditional 
character balloons we know today.

4. Snoopy has made the most 
appearances in the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade.
Forty-four years after the first Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, Snoopy made 
his debut as a balloon in 1968. Throughout 
the years, the beagle has had a total of 
seven balloons, making 39 appearances 
“on and off through 2015” before he was 
replaced with Charlie Brown in 2016. He 
returned as an astronaut for the 2019 
parade, bringing his balloon total to 
eight.

5. Sarah Josepha Hale was actually the 
“Mother of Thanksgiving.”
Famously known for writing “Mary Had 
a Little Lamb,” Sarah Josepha Hale was a 
19th-century writer and editor who was 
nicknamed the Mother (or Godmother) 
of Thanksgiving. The name seemed 
fitting after she wrote a letter to President 
Abraham Lincoln and Secretary of State 
William Seward in 1863 calling for the 
declaration of Thanksgiving as a national 
holiday.

6. The first professional Thanksgiving 
Day football game was played in 1920.
A century ago, Thanksgiving Day fell on 
November 25 and there were six football 
games played, according to the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. Non-league teams 
like Elyria Athletics that went up against 
league teams counted in standings. 
Football fans, whip these stats out from 
the results of that year’s games and you 
will WIN at table talk:

7. Thanksgiving was once celebrated 
on the third Thursday in November.
Decades after President Lincoln officially 
declared Thanksgiving a national 
holiday, President Roosevelt wanted 
to mix things up by moving it up to the 
third Thursday in November instead of 
the fourth. By doing this, seven shopping 
days were added to the holiday season 
in 1939, but the change upset football 

19 Thanksgiving Facts You’ll 
Want to Tell Everyone You Know

Thanksgiving Day is mainly composed 
of three activities: spending time with 
family, watching football, and eating an 
extravagant feast. After you’ve caught 
up on everyone’s personal life—whether 
you’re reuniting with loved ones over 
Zoom or IRL this year—and chatted about 
what you’re thankful for, you’ll likely 
need something to keep the conversation 
going (and prevent any doomscrolling on 
social media!). What better way to do that 
than with Thanksgiving Day facts?
To be fair, however, Thanksgiving is itself 
a blend of facts and myths: Some so-called 
origins of our traditions lack evidence, 
while many parts of the holiday have 
become purely commercialized. Here’s 
what we do know about Thanksgiving, 
from its origin to how we celebrate it 
today.

1. Historians have no record of turkey 
being eaten at the first Thanksgiving.
The first Thanksgiving Day feast 
happened in 1621 with three whole days 
dedicated to the celebration. Although 
turkey was plentiful in the region and 
a common food source, it’s likely that it 
wasn’t actually the star of the festivities 
and other “fowling” was served for 
the occasion. Instead, “ducks, geese, 
and swans” are believed to have been 
served to the English settlers and Native 
Americans.

2. Benjamin Franklin wished the 
turkey was the national bird.
In a letter to his daughter, Benjamin 
Franklin wrote, “For my own part I wish 
the Bald Eagle had not been chosen the 
Representative of our Country...For the 
Truth the Turkey is in Comparison a much 
more respectable Bird.” And although 
Franklin didn’t have his wish granted, 
his letter inspired a song performed 
in 1776, the Tony-winning musical 
about the drafting of the Declaration of 
Independence.

coaches whose weekend Thanksgiving 
games were switched to regular weekday 
games. Plus, calendars were printed with 
incorrect dates.

8. “Jingle Bells” was originally a 
Thanksgiving Day song.
Before becoming a Christmas anthem, 
“Jingle Bells” was an 1857 song titled “One 
Horse Open Sleigh,” and its composer, 
James Pierpont, intended it to be a 
Thanksgiving Day song. But it became so 
popular around December 25 that in 1859 
the title was changed to “Jingle Bells” and 
the rest is history!

9. Butterball has had a Turkey Talk-
Line open for nearly 40 years.
If you find yourself with a million 
questions about cooking your turkey 
and Google is too overwhelming, reach 
for the phone, because the Butterball 
Turkey Talk-Line is real and there to 
help you. Open to U.S. and Canadian 
homes every November and December, 
the unique hotline, which first opened in 
1981, is also available to take questions 
through online chat and email. Plus, 
there are Spanish-speaking experts! Each 
year, Butterball experts answer more 
than 100,000 questions for thousands of 
households.

10. Each year, about 46 million turkeys 
are cooked.
Thanksgiving Day and turkey go hand-
in-hand, so this number shouldn’t be 
too much of a surprise. Although not all 
Americans celebrate the holiday, there 
are still millions of families gathering 
around the table to eat one of the most 
special meals of the year—and for those 
who aren’t satisfied with only one day of 
it, Christmas is also a popular occasion to 
cook another turkey.

11. The turkey’s tryptophan doesn’t 
actually make you tired.
On Thanksgiving Day, you probably 
expect to be tired after eating turkey, 
thanks to claims made about the amino 
acid tryptophan. But the holiday bird isn’t 
actually to blame. The reason you can’t 
imagine doing anything else but watch 
football on the couch is just because you 
over-ate. “After you’ve had a big meal 
your body goes into basically shutdown 
mode and sleep gets promoted,” 
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after all. Once Halloween became 
popular in America, people used 
pumpkins instead. This year, you might 
consider adding some creative produce 
to your Halloween tableau for a more 
natural look that also has historical 
origins. When the holiday’s over, they 
make a delicious dinner side too!

10. There’s also traditional Halloween 
bread in Ireland.
It’s called barmbrack or just “brack.” The 
sweet loaf typically contains dark and 
golden raisins, as well as a small hidden 
toy or ring. Similar to the classic king 
cake at Mardi Gras, tradition dictates that 
the person who finds the item will come 
into good fortune in the coming year. 
That is, as long as they don’t choke on the 
trinket.

11. Disney almost made Hocus Pocus a 
completely different movie.
Everyone’s Halloween fav nearly didn’t 
turn into the icon it is today. The original 
title, Disney’s Halloween House, had 
a much darker and scarier script, 
according to IMDB. Not only that, but 
Leonardo DiCaprio was courted to play 
teenage heartthrob Max Dennison, but 
turned it down to appear in What’s Eating 
Gilbert Grape instead.

12. Illinois produces up to five times 
more pumpkins than any other state.
If you’re in the market for a truly 
destination-worthy pumpkin patch, look 
to the heartland. The Land of Lincoln has 
more than 15,000 acres devoted to gourd 
growing, according to the United States 
Department of Agriculture. Those Illinois 
farms typically grow more than 500 
million pounds of pumpkins annually.
13. Candy corn was originally called 

“chicken feed.”

The Goelitz Confectionery Company 

originally sold the polarizing treat in 
boxes with a rooster on the front in order 
to appeal to America’s agricultural roots, 
according to National Geographic. The 
sugary recipe has gone largely unchanged 
since the 1880s. Love ‘em or hate ‘em, you 
can’t argue with that kind of consistency.

14. “Monster Mash” once reigned 
supreme on the Billboard charts.
Bobby “Boris” Pickett reached #1 on the 
Hot 100 in 1962 just before Halloween 
and hit the charts again in 1973 — but this 
time in August. You might even say it was 
“a graveyard smash!”

15. You can even visit a pumpkin patch in 
Hawaii.
Head to Waimanalo Country Farms in 
Oahu to pick pumpkins while you’re on 
the islands, whether you live there or need 
a taste of home on vacation. Looking for 
squash in Florida? Try the Pickin’ Patch 
in Dunnellon. It’s a watermelon farm the 
rest of the year, but pivots to pumpkins 
for seasonal appeal.

16. The Michael Myers mask in 
Halloween has a fascinating backstory.
The famous horror movie villain comes 
from surprisingly innocent roots. 
When shooting the original 1978 film, 
production designer Tommy Lee Wallace 
picked up two masks from a Hollywood 
Boulevard magic shop: a clown mask and 
William Shatner as Captain Kirk in Star 
Trek.
“Tommy came in with the clown mask 
on, and we went, ‘Ooh, that’s kind of 
scary.’ Then he put on the Shatner mask, 
and we stopped dead and said, ‘It’s 
perfect,’” actor Nick Castle told the New 
York Times. They spray painted it white, 
made the eye holes bigger and the rest is 
spine-tingling history.

17. The fastest pumpkin carving only 
took 16.47 seconds.
Stephen Clarke of New York holds 
the Guinness Book of World Records 
distinction, having carved his speedy 
lantern in October 2013. In order to nab 
the title, the jack-o’-lantern had to contain 
a complete face, including eyes, nose, 
mouth and ears. No word on whether the 
expression was silly or scary.

18. New York City throws the biggest 
Halloween parade in the U.S.
On an average year, the event draws more 

than 2 million spectators and includes 
thousands of participants joining in along 
the route. It all began as the brainchild 
of Greenwich Village resident and 
puppeteer Ralph Lee, who just wanted 
to throw a whimsical walk from house to 
house for his kids and their pals. When 
a local theatre got wind of it, they joined 
in and expanded the event. It’s gotten 
bigger, more creative and more theatrical 
just about every year since.

19. Princesses and superheroes rank 
as the most popular kids’ costumes.
Adults dress as witches most frequently, 
according to the National Retail 
Federation. In 2019, the most popular 
costume for dogs was a pumpkin. The 
most popular costume for cats is hiding 
under the couch, hissing at the very idea.

20. Skittles are the top Halloween 
candy.
No chocolate? No problem! The bite-sized 
fruit candies outranked M&M’s, Snickers 
and Reese’s Cups, according to 11 years 
of sales data from CandyStore.com. And 
even though candy corn made the top 10, 
the tricolored treats also ranked among 
the worst Halloween candies, according 
to a CandyStore.com survey. No wonder 
Halloween night candy trades can get so 
heated.

21. A city in Canada banned teens over 
16 from trick-or-treating.
According to CBC, anyone over the age 
of 16 caught trick-or-treating in Bathurst, 
Canada, faces up to a $200 fine. The city 
also has a curfew for everyone, so even 
those under 16 aren’t allowed out after 
8 p.m. on Halloween. The rules were 
instituted to curtail after-dark mischief, 
after a rash of pranks.
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22. Harry Houdini died on Halloween 
in 1926.
The famous magician, illusionist and 
entertainer died from peritonitis caused 
by a ruptured appendix, according to 
Biography.com. However, as befits a 
man of mystery, multiple contradicting 
reports did surface at the time. Some say a 
band of angry Spiritualists poisoned him, 
others that it was a student punching him 
in the stomach (with his permission) that 
caused his appendix to burst.

23. Some shelters used to suspend 
black cat adoptions for Halloween.
They feared that the animals were in 
danger from satanic cults that wanted 
them for nefarious purposes in the days 
leading up to Halloween. Now though, 
shelters have gone in the opposite 
direction. Many even promote black 
cat adoptions in October, using the 
pre-adoption screening and interview 
process to weed out anyone with the 
wrong intentions.

24. Keene, New Hampshire, holds the 
record for the most jack-o’-lanterns on 
display.
In October 2013, the city broke the record 
with 30,581 lit pumpkins displayed 
around town. Talk about lighting up the 
night!

25. The night before Halloween is 
called Mischief Night or Goosey Night in 
some places.
For those who’ve lived on the East Coast 
and the Midwest, it’s probably not news 
to you that lots of teens and tweens pull 
pranks on October 30. But from toilet 
papering the trees outside someone’s 
house, to egging cars and more dangerous 
capers, the tradition never really made 
its way to the West Coast.

Dr. Daniel Barone explained to Business 
Insider, saying that the phenomenon is 
called “postprandial fatigue.”

12. The majority of Americans secretly 
dislike classic Thanksgiving dishes but 
will eat them anyway.
A whopping 68 percent of Americans 
dislike Thanksgiving dishes like canned 
cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, and 
even turkey itself, according to a 2019 
Instacart survey of more than 2,000 U.S. 
adults conducted online by The Harris 

Poll—but they’ll still eat them in honor of 
tradition. Times are changing, however: 
30 percent of Thanksgiving dinner hosts 
have served something other than turkey 
as their main course (pork is the second 
most popular option).

13. Many people enjoy Thanksgiving 
leftovers more than the meal itself.
The atmosphere on Thanksgiving Day 
is unlike any other: the kitchen bustling 
with last-minute cooking, the dining 
table set with the best china, and a 
football game playing on the TV. But 
according to a 2015 poll by the Harris 
Poll, people actually enjoy leftovers more 
than the actual meal. So confidently 
eat your leftover stuffing and mashed 
potatoes, because you won’t be the only 
one doing so.

14. TV dinners are a Thanksgiving-
leftover invention.
Well, sort of. In 1953, an overzealous 
Swanson employee overestimated the 
number of frozen turkeys the company 
should order for Thanksgiving—and 
the company was left with 260 tons of 
excess turkey after the holiday. But rather 
than eat the loss (financially, we mean), 
salesman Gerry Thomas came up with 
the brilliant idea to create pre-made 
turkey dinners served as re-heatable 
individual trays, just like airline meals. 
By the end of 1954, Swanson had sold 10 
million frozen turkey meals, and the TV 
dinner industry was born.

15. President George H. W. Bush was 
the first to pardon a turkey.
In 1989, the 41st president pardoned the 
first turkey—that is, assured he would 
never become somebody’s dinner—after 
noticing the 50-pound bird looked a 
little antsy at his official Thanksgiving 
proclamation. Since then, every 
president has upheld the tradition and a 
few of the turkeys have gone on to serve 
a different purpose. In 2005 and 2009, 
the birds went to Disneyland and Disney 
World parks to participate in the annual 
Thanksgiving parades.

16. President Calvin Coolidge was the 
first to pardon a raccoon in relation to 
Thanksgiving.
Yes, you read that right! In November 
1926, President Calvin Coolidge was 
gifted a live raccoon intended to be his 
Thanksgiving dinner. He wasn’t super 

into the idea of eating a raccoon, so he 
decided to keep it as a pet instead. This 
wasn’t unusual, as the president and 
First Lady Grace Coolidge were known 
to be animal lovers. They were often 
randomly sent pets—including ones on 
the unconventional side, like a bear and 
lion cubs.

17. The Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
is known as “Drinksgiving.”
The holiday season is a time of 
celebration, which means toasts upon 
toasts are made. Before the annual feast 
even begins, there’s the night before 
Thanksgiving—which has come to be 
known as one of the booziest days of the 
year. It’s even dubbed “Black Wednesday” 
in some places. Bars aren’t the only 
businesses that experience a boom on 
the eve of Thanksgiving; Uber has even 
offered free rides on that night over the 
past few years.

18. Black Friday, aka the day after 
Thanksgiving, is the busiest day for 
plumbers.
Sure, it’s a big day for shoppers—but 
also drainage professionals. Plumbing 
and drainage companies don’t really get 
the Friday after Thanksgiving off, since 
it’s one of their busiest days of the year. 
(Why? You can only imagine.) In fact, the 
day is so busy for these services that Roto-
Rooter Plumbing and Water Cleaning 
company actually calls it “Brown Friday.”

19. The turkey bird is actually linked to 
the country of Turkey.
If you’ve ever wondered which came 
first, the bird or the egg country, we have 
a definitive answer: The turkey bird got 
its name from the country due to a case 
of mistaken identity! During the Ottoman 
Empire, guinea fowl were exported 
from East Africa via Turkey to Europe, 
and Europeans started calling the birds 
turkey-cocks or turkey-hens due to the 
trade route. So when Europeans first 
sailed to North America and discovered 
birds that looked similar to guinea fowl, 
they called them “turkeys.”
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Test out your basic trivia knowledge 
with a Christmas quiz on your favorite 
Christmas movies, songs, and folklore to 
see how much you really know about the 
most magical time of the year. Some are 
easy, some are hard, but they’re all fun 
Christmas trivia!

Question: Which popular Christmas 
beverage is also called “milk punch?”
Answer: Eggnog

Question: What did the other reindeer 
not let Rudolph do because of his shiny 
red nose?
Answer: Join in any reindeer games

Question: How many ghosts show up in A 
Christmas Carol?
Answer: Four

Question: Where was baby Jesus born?
Answer: In Bethlehem

Question: The movie Miracle on 34th 
Street is based on a real-life department 
store. What is it?
Answer: Macy’s

Question: What are the two other most 
popular names for Santa Claus?
Answer: Kris Kringle and Saint Nick

Question: Elvis isn’t going to have a white 
Christmas he’s going to have a....
Answer: Blue Christmas

Question: What do people traditionally 
put on top of a Christmas tree?
Answer: An angel

Question: In Home Alone, where are the 
McCallisters going on vacation when 
they leave Kevin behind?
Answer: Paris

Question: In the classic Christmas 
movie, How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas, the Grinch was described 
with three words. What are they?
Answer: Stink, stank, stunk

Question: In which modern-day 
country was St. Nicholas born in?
Answer: Turkey (originally Patara, a city 
in the ancient district of Lycia, in Asia 
Minor)

Question: In the movie It’s A Wonderful 
Life, what happened every time a bell 
rang?

Answer: An angel got his 
wings

Question: What words follow 
“Silent Night” in the song?
Answer: Holy night

Question: Which Hollywood 
actor played six different 
roles in The Polar Express?
Answer: Tom Hanks

Question: In Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol, what was 

the first name of Scrooge?
Answer: Ebenezer

Question: Which country did eggnog 
come from?
Answer: England

Question: Which real-life person is Santa 
Claus based on?
Answer: The Christian bishop 
St. Nicholas

Question: What did Frosty The 
Snowman do when a magic hat 
was placed on his head?
Answer: He began to dance 
around

Question: What is Ralphie’s 
little brother’s name in the 
movie A Christmas Story?

Answer: Randy

Question: Which Christmas song 
contains the lyric “Everyone dancing 
merrily in the new old-fashioned way?”
Answer: “Rocking Around The Christmas 
Tree”

Question: What are you supposed to 
do when you find yourself under the 
mistletoe?
Answer: Kiss

Question: Which one of Santa’s reindeer 
has the same name as another holiday 
mascot?
Answer: Cupid

Question: Which country started the 
tradition of putting up a Christmas tree?
Answer: Germany

Question: In the song “Winter 
Wonderland,” what do we call the 
snowman?
Answer: Parson Brown

Question: In the movie Elf, what was the 
first rule of The Code of Elves?
Answer: Treat every day like Christmas

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA
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